         Explanation of the Irregular Preterite Tense Verb Chart
     Over the years, I've found that students easily understand the regular preterite tense 

           verbs.  However, what they struggle with are the irregular preterite tense verb forms.

           So, I have created a chart of some of the most-common irregular tense preterite verbs    
           in Spanish in a format students can understand with ease.   The secret to this verb chart

           is the way in which the teacher presents the irregular tense verbs to students.

           *Tips for teaching the irregular preterite tense verbs with this chart…

           1. Distribute the chart to your students

           2. Explain to your class that the pictures & categories represent a way to memorize the    
               irregular preterite tense verb forms.  For example, I call the verb poner the "cat" verb 

               because when we conjugate it in Spanish and say it aloud, it sounds like we're

               talking about our "pussy (puse) cat".  Oh, yes, your students will laugh when you    

               present this.  But, they will remember it.  Below are the "codes" I use when 

               presenting irregular preterite tense verbs to my students.

               poner = "pussy" cat (puse).  

               poder =  "poodle" dog (pudo) - you know, your "poo doo" dog
               saber = "soup" - sounds like soup in English

               hacer = In the "yo" form, it sounds like the word "easy" in English.  That's why it 

                            is the "easy" verb

               venir = this verb is the Ivy and the drink verb because the "yo" form (vine in 

                             English) and the Ud. form (vino - means wine, a drink in English)
               querer = this is the "kiss" verb because the "yo" form sounds like your givning
                             someone a little "quise" when you say it in Spanish.

               Estar, Tener, and Andar = These verbs are what I call the "ultraviolets" because 

                                                           they all contain the "UV" (or ultraviolet) rays.

               Decir and Traer = These two verbs are called the "J's" as they both contain the 

                                             letter J in all forms of the preterite tense.

               Ser, Ir and Dar = I call these verbs the "irregular irregulars" because they are 

                                           really irregular and so take on a category all their own.

          
 
Cat and Dog Soup Verbs

[image: image1.png]



Poner 

           
Poder [image: image2.jpg]


                                 Saber         [image: image3.jpg]


      

     puse

pusimos

  pude
              pudimos                    supe                supimos
    pusiste




  pudiste



       supiste



    puso

pusieron

  pudo

   pudieron

       supo

supieron







  *poder = managed    
                *saber = found out
Easy Ivy Drinks And Kisses
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*querer = tried












* no querer = refused


The Ultraviolets


      Estar



  Tener



      Andar

     estuve
      estuvimos
     tuve          tuvimos

      anduve              anduvimos

     estuviste
 


     tuviste



      anduviste

     estuvo
      estuvieron
     tuvo
  tuvieron
                anduvo              anduvieron

              The J's  
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The Irregular Irregulars
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It's "easy"
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